
Hollis Primary School December 2, 2022

From Mrs. Izbicki and the HPS Staff:  
Welcome back to weekly announcements!  I hope that 
everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving break!  We are 
heading into a busy few weeks before the holiday break!

Next week some parents will be receiving 
notification letters of excess absences.  Please keep 
in mind anyone that hits the 10% mark at this point 
in the year will receive a letter.  Our goal is to be sure 
that we are supporting you.  Please reach out if you 
have any questions about a letter you may receive or 
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Important Dates:

December 
…………………………………… 
December 2nd - Marks Close 
for Trimester One 
December 16th - Report 
Cards Viewable  to Parents 
December 19th - Baby, It’s 
Cold Outside - Wear a scarf or 
hat! 
December 20th - Jingle Bells - 
Wear holiday accessories - no 
blinking lights please 
December 21st - Winter 
Wonderland - Dress in white or 
blue 
December 22nd - Long 
Winter’s Night - PJ Day! 
December 23rd - No School - 
PD Day for Staff 

Looking for a past flyer? 
…………………………………… 

https://www.sau41.org/
Content2/348 

Building/Safety 
Update 

The safety committee is 
working on getting all new 
staff in line with our safety 
protocols and ensuring that 
our team is ready!

HPS School News 
 Twitter: @ HollisPrimary 

Website: myhps.org 

http://myhps.org
https://www.sau41.org/Content2/348
http://myhps.org
https://www.sau41.org/Content2/348
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are in need of support.  We are here to help!   

We are going to have fun the week before vacation to embrace all the holiday cheer!  Each day 
will be themed and we are asking students and staff to participate in the fun attire if they wish!  
See the important dates on page one to find out what the theme is and what to wear!  Let’s 
embrace the fun!

Our first grade team will be collecting food, toys, and treats for animals in the Nashua 
Animal Shelter.  It’s their annual “Paws to Give Back!”  If you want to donate please 
have your child bring it to the front office the week of December 5th through the 9th!  
It’s a great annual give back that our first grade team continues to support! 

Hollis PTA Links: 
Cheddar Up
HEPTA Website

It’s a new month and NEW news with our specialists!  See below to find 
out what’s happening around the school: 

Physical Education - December  
We have been having a blast in PE class and the fun will continue this December. 
It's that time of year when it becomes too cold for PE class outdoors. We will be 
staying in the gym. All students should be wearing sneakers to class for safety 
reasons. With winter boots being worn to school, please make sure to pack 
sneakers on PE days. Here is the agenda for this month for each grade:

K-1: We will be finishing our current unit of striking with hands over the next few 
weeks. The students have been using their hands to strike different shaped objects 
around the gym during station activities. At the end of the month, students will 
participate in some exciting winter themed stations that will work on a variety of 
movement skills. 

Hollis Primary School  2

https://my.cheddarup.com/me/603hepta
https://hollispta.membershiptoolkit.com/


Hollis Primary School December 2, 2022

2-3 Grade: We are finishing our current unit of Four Square in the next few weeks. 
Students have learned about the game and how to currently play it outside of PE 
class. Many students have decided to hold four square games during recess time. It 
is great to see a new game being played during their choice time outside!  We are 
also continuing to learn new fitness movements that students can work on at home 
to improve their muscular strength and endurance. There has been so much 
improvement in fitness since the start of the school year. To wrap up the month of 
December,  students will participate in a variety of winter activities that work on 
different motor skills. 

Mr. Kyle Precourt

Math - December 
In the Math Room, we are always on the lookout for games that have students 
practicing math facts in fun ways.  We love Shut The Box for helping students 
master sums within 12.  Need an additional challenge?  4-Way Countdown is similar 
to Shut The Box, but players use their addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division skills to win.  What a perfect addition to family game night.
Math Room Website

Mrs. Giles and Mrs. White

Environmental Science - December 
During the month of December all students will begin to learn about how different 
animals here in New Hampshire survive our cold winters.  We have also learned 
that we do different things to survive as well!  We will still have lots of outdoor 
activities so please continue to send in appropriate clothing for the weather:)

We are also still continuing with our food waste diversion program as well as our 
classroom composting.  Kindergarten and first grade students have also joined in 
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and are being helped by third grade students.  We have saved over 1500 pounds of 
food waste from being thrown away in the trash!!  

Mrs. Happy
Wellness - December 
Our school wide social and emotional theme for December is gratitude. I will be 
sprinkling the theme of gratitude, kindness and giving into guidance lessons this 
month by doing some fun winter lessons. These include: making paper gratitude 
mugs, kindness snowmen, mindful snow globes etc!  We will also be  practicing 
some breathing using snowflakes, snowman, mittens and snowball pictures. I look 
forward to a wonderful, magical month! 

This month’s health lessons are focusing on personal hygiene and the importance 
of proper care of teeth, nails, hair, etc.  The students are observing an experiment 
with hard boiled eggs (representing our tooth enamel) soaked in vinegar and soda.  
This represents what can happen to our tooth enamel when it repeatedly comes in 
contact with certain foods.  They are eagerly examining the cups containing the 
eggs every day and awaiting the results.

~Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Rocheleau and Mrs. St. Hilaire

MUSIC - December 
Kudos to the 3rd graders on their performance at the Veterans Day assembly! Their 
hard work paid off and they did a FANTASTIC job singing and showing respect, I 
was very proud of them! Now our focus turns to getting prepared to start recorders 
in January. We begin by learning the basics of note reading and the lines and spaces 
on the music staff.

1st and 2nd graders continue working on holiday concert music!  1st grade will 
perform on Thursday, December 15th at 1:45pm and 2nd grade will perform on 
Friday, December 16th at 9:30am. Your child is welcome to wear festive attire if 
they would like! Due to space restrictions we need to ask that only two audience 
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members per student attend the concert. We are so excited to sing and perform for 
you!

Kindergartners continue their work with “ti-ti” and “ta”. We will use rhythm sticks 
to play easy rhythm-play-along videos, you can find many of these on youtube if 
your child is interested in trying some at home. We’ll also sing and dance to songs 
of winter and the December holidays!

Mrs. Cormier

HPS Learning Commons - December 
This month students in all grades will have the opportunity to experience some 
great non-fiction books. Two of these books are: Whale Fall Cafe by Jaquie Sewell 
and Ducks Overboard by Markus Motem. These will give us the opportunity to 
have some thoughtful discussion about what we are learning. We will also be 
reading books about winter and celebrations to finish off the month.

Many of our first, second and third grade students have been playing chess to 
brush up on the skills they learned last year. We will be introducing chess to the 
kindergarten student in the new year. We will also be working on more strategies 
with the older students. One of our goals is to work on some chess games with 
students from different grade levels and possibly have a chess tournament at the 
end of the school year.
During the month of December, students will participate in the Hour of Code and 
explore the basic coding concepts and skills. Second and third graders will be 
introduced to Scratch, the block-based programming tool developed by MIT.

The Learning Commons Team - Mrs. Peterson, Mrs. Proulx and Mrs. Finley

Reading Room - December 
The Reading Team uses educational computer programs to support and reinforce 
reading skills and strategies at school. There are many programs available for 
families to support academic learning at home. These sites allow students to have 
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multiple opportunities to develop skills and solidify learning in a fun and 
entertaining manner.  If you would like to learn more about educational learning 
sites to use at home please visit: 
:https://sites.google.com/a/sau41.org/readingroom/student-learning-apps

Mrs. Nelson and Mrs. Van Sciver

Art - December  
Prior to Thanksgiving break some third, second, first and kindergarten classes 
created a mini mural outside the library. We learned about the artist Jeff Koons 
who did a study of gigantic steel balloon animals with shiny mirror-like finishes.  
Second and third graders drew colorful balloon animals complete with shadows and 
highlights to recreate Jeff ’s mirror like texture. Then first and kindergarten 
students created their own people to walk the balloon animals through the city for 
the Thanksgiving Day Parade.  It was a lot of fun!  
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Kindergarten is finishing up their artist study on Wassily Kadinksy. They used 
primary and secondary colors to recreate his concentric circles painting. Next in 
December they will do some coloring mixing with watercolors and create cheerful 
holiday lights. 
First Grade is finishing up their leaf paintings using warm colors for the leaves and 
cool colors for the backgrounds. We will review watercolor painting techniques and 
proper brush strokes. Later this month we will do some snowy art to brighten up 
the halls with winter cheer. 
Second graders are creating a snowy winter scene. First they will use painters tape 
to block off strips of white while they paint a blue sky. Then after they remove the 
tape they will use sharpies and black oil pastels to blend stunning birch trees. Last 
they will add falling snow with white tempera paint and a bird of their choice to 
collage on the print. 
Third graders finished their watercolor backgrounds on their pumpkin value 
paintings. Next they will choose between gingerbread houses or gingerbread 
people to design.  They will learn to use white colored pencils to add highlights and 
black to add shadows to create form and value

Mrs. O’Brien
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Girls on the Run is a national organization that helps girls build confidence, kindness, and 

decision-making skills through a fun running-based program. The Hollis Girls on the Run team 

is raising awareness and donations for Canine Companions. 

 

Have you heard about Canine Companions? 

Canine Companions provides service dogs to adults, children, and Veterans with disabilities, including 

people with cancer. Canine Companions helps to train dogs to be service dogs that can be adopted by 

people with disabilities, provided free of charge. Service dogs help people with their daily living tasks and 

also provide companionship to help people feel better. 

 

Canine Companions is an organization that does important work! 

 There are 16.5 million Veterans in the US and 20% of Veterans are affected with PTSD  

 There are 1.9 million people diagnosed with cancer in the US every year; 17,000 are children 

 This means 3 to 4 people in the US are diagnosed with cancer every minute! 

Canine Companions helps by providing service dogs to people who need them 

 

Please consider donating to Canine Companions by Dec. 20th 

Your donation helps Canine Companions train service dogs and match them to people who need them, free 

of charge. Any donation amount helps! $5 can feed a dog for a day. $10 can pay for a bag of treats used to 

train the dog. $30 can be used to buy a harness to help walk and train the dog. 

https://p2p.onecause.com/canine-companions-diy/jennifer-hefele  

 
 

This is not a school sponsored activity 

https://p2p.onecause.com/canine-companions-diy/jennifer-hefele


   

                                                                     

  

 

Santa  Visit ! 

5:00 – 6:30 Lawrence Barn 
 

Santa & Elves welcome friends. 
 

Parents, take a Holiday Photo! 
 
 

  *  Santa  has  vaccination  &  booster 

shots  
 

        Santa Visit Donations Appreciated 
 

      Proceeds Benefit HWC Scholarships 

 

 

      Sponsored by 

 

Not a School Sponsored Event 
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